Wisdom and Destiny

before such men, were the waters to open
and death to hesitate, what were righteous-
ness or heroism then ? Would not the
true happiness of virtue be destroyed ?
virtue that is happy because it is noble
and pure, that is noble and pure because
it desires no reward ? There may be
human joy in doing good with definite
purpose, but they who do good expecting
nothing in return know a joy that is
divine. Where we do evil our reasons
mostly are known to us, but our good
deed becomes the purer for our ignorance
of its motive. Would we know how to
value the righteous man, we have but to
question him as to the motives of his
righteousness. He will probably be the
most truly righteous who is least ready with
his answer. Some may suppose that as in-
tellect widens many a motive for heroism
will be lost to the soul; but it should be
borne in mind that the wider intellect